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Frog Eggs
By Nora K.
~•~•~
On 4/25/22 at 1:17 p.m. my science
class went outside to our vernal pool off the
trail behind our school in Oakland, Maine. It
has some trees growing out of it, so it is a
forested wetland and it is very mucky and
there were lots of leaves on the bottom. There
were at least five large clumps of wood frog
eggs. They were very slimy and shiny and
were held together by a jelly-like substance.
You could see the tadpoles inside. We think
they might be under one to two weeks old.
There seemed to be a lot, for such a small
pool, which made me wonder if there were
any predators to the eggs in the vernal pool?
In my research, I found out that there
are a few different types of frogs that lay their eggs in vernal pools including the Wood Frog, the
Northern Leopard Frog, and the Pickerel Frog. We only found Wood Frog eggs in our vernal
pool. There are a few species of toads, newts, and
salamanders too. The female wood frog lays around
1,000-3,000 eggs per clump. This means that there were
5,000-15,000 eggs in our pool. Only about 100-300 of
those frogs will hatch into a tadpole. The question is,
why did most of those eggs not make it?
I did some research to answer my question, and found
out that frog eggs have several predators. There are no
fish in the vernal pools, because the pool dries out at the
beginning of the summer, which makes it an ideal place
for the frogs to lay their eggs, as the fish can not get to
them. However, there still are several threats to the
eggs. Certain types of turtles like the wood turtle that
depend on vernal pools will snack on the eggs. Other small creatures include
leeches, caddisflies, large newts, and other aquatic insects. We collected from our
vernal pool a caddisfly and hellgermite. Both might
be predators to the frog eggs. Along with the
predation from other creatures, there are natural
threats too. Late spring freezing and early drying of
the pool are just some of them. Even after answering
my question, I still have some more. Why are there
so few frog species that take advantage of the vernal
pool habitat? Are there disadvantages of laying the

eggs in the pool? If so, what are they? I have enjoyed learning about the frog eggs and I’m still
interested in learning more about them.
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